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I - EXPECTATION FROM ROCKEFELLER 
COMMISSION INVESTIGATING CIA 

Total 
Public 

Will get to root of wrongdoing 
Will· end up as another coverup 
Not Sure 

% 
33 
43 
24 

Although a majority is unwilling to condemn the integrity of the Rockefeller commission before it has 
even begun to investigate, even those who place faith in the cot!!I:lission want to reserve judgerr.ent until 
the investigation is completed. 

"After Watergate, I c!on't think they'd dare another coverup." said a teacher fro!:I Albi;querque, ::-1.N. 
"but I'll have to judge that when their final report is made." 

Such public of Rockefeller's intention and the success of the is probably due to 
a post-Watergate hypersentivity to any threat to civil liberties. 

A substantial, 62-21 percent raajority feels that alleged CIA spying and electronic surveillance of 
U.S. citizens is wrong. A 61 percent majority of the public believes that real changes need to be­
t1.ade in the way the CIA operates, an'd 33 percent call for nothing less than a "drastic overhaul." In 
a previous Harris Survey, a two-thirds majority expressed disapproval of the CIA's intervention in the 
internal affairs of Chile during the Salvador Allende socialist People were asked: 

"The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) has the power to conduct intelligence activities, including 
spying and electronic surveillance of individuals outside the United States. It is not allowed under 
the law to conduct syping or electronic surveillance on Ar.ierican citizens here in the U.S. Several 
newspapers have claii::ed the CIA monitored the activities of as many as 12,000 individuals here at 
home during the time of the anti-Vietnam war protests. If these charges prove to be true, do you feel 
the CIA was right or wrong to conduct such spying and electronic surveillar.ce against U.S. citizens 
here at home?" 

IF PROVEN TRUE, WAS CIA 
OF U.S. CITIZENS AT HONE RIGHT OR \..'RONG? 

Right 
Wrong 
Not Sure 

Total 
Public 

% 
21 
62 
17 

Public awareness of the need to protect civil liberties has never been higher, and attempts by those 
in government to violate these rights has never been so subject to scrutiny. Given this public mood, 
nothing short of a thorough, tough and independent investigation of the CIA will satisfy the doubts of 
the Al!lerican people. 

Copyright: 1975 Chicago Tribune 
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For Release: February 10, 1975 
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_ OIL AND POLITICS: BLAMING THE.PETROPOWERS 

BY LOUIS HARRIS 

~esent=ent against the oil producing countries, particularly the Arab nations, has now reached the 
point 1-lhe:-e three out of every four Americans blame then for both the inflation an<! continuing 
recession. The crisis in energy is now seen not simply as a threat to the supply of gasoline and· 
fuel oil, but as a negative force which is costing people their jobs and bidding fare to wreck the 
econo=:y. 

The consequences of this prevailing mood are both substantial and significant: 

The nu.-:iber of people who now viev the energy crisis as "serious" has risen from 67 to 84 percent 
since last July • Those who believe the shortage is "very serious" has jumped from 26 to 44 percent 
over the same period. 

~- Synpathy for Israel in the t1iddle East dispute with the Arabs has risen from 39 to 52 percent 
since Xovember, 1973. By contrast, sympathy for the Arab cause has edged up from a lowly 4 to 7 percent 
this country. Contrary to the views of sone who expected Arab prestige and support to go up as the 
de?endence of the U.S. and the rest of the world on Arab oil increased, just the opposite has happened. 
I~ is now obvious that resentment against all oil producing countries has risen, with the Arabs doubly 
resented for not only raising oil prices, but in attaching political strings to their oil policies. 

By a substantial 68-20 percent, a majority of the American people disagree with the statement that "We 
need Arab oil for our gasoline here at home, so we better find ways to get along with the Arabs, even 
if ::hat means supporting Israel less." An even more lol'sided 76-13 per cent agree that "if we yield 
to Arab restrictions over oil now, we will soon find the Arabs dictating much of U.S. foreign policy, 
and that is ~Tong." The nur.iber who agree with a majority in both cases has risen significantly since 
last June. 

However, a better than 2 to 1 majority, 58-25 percent, Yould oppose the oil consuming nations turning 
to force to take over the Arab oil consuming nations turning to force to take over the Arab oil fields 
and interna~ionalize the~. If the current bitterness against the Arab oil producing countries continues 
at its present depth, then it can be expected that sentiment favoring war ·is likely to rise. 

A cross section of 1,543 households was asked last month: 

"Do you feel that (READ LIST)' is a major cause of inflation, a minor cause, or hardly a cause of 
inflation at all?" 

MAJOR CAUSES OF INFLATION 

Jan. Sept. April 
'75 '74 '73 
% % % 

Foreign oil producing countries raising 76 x x 
Prices on crude oil 

Business raising prices 67 74 64 
Shortages of gasoline and fuel oil 64 58 x 
Middlemen price increases 63 65 60 
Business prqfits 61 65 56 
Federal spending 60 76 68 
High interest rate~ on borrowing 59 62 x 
Union yage dernarids 50 51 57 
Defense spending 37 58 49 
Welfare and rel.ief payments 39 43 x 
Spending by the public 31 39 35 
Farm prices 22 37 25 



'- 'ijp, ~d down the line , traditionally seen causes of inflation, such as f ede'3l spending, d0 fcnOe 
spending, raises of prices by business, business profits, and union wage demands all have fallen 
off since last fall. In contrast, energy shortages and price hikes, particular~y by the oil-producing 
nations, have come up as the culprits for continuing inflation. 

A similar pattern of pinning blame on foreign oil producing nations emerged when the publ~c was 
asked ~ho is to blace for the U.S. finding itself in a recession. People were asked; 

;'If you had to say, how much would you blame (READ LIST) for the country being in a recession today-­
very much, only some, or hardly at all?" 

WHO B;I..AME FOR RECESSION IN U.S. 

Very Only Hardly Not 
~ Some At All Sure 

% % % -y-
Foreign oil producing countries 64 22 8 6 
Arab oil producers 63 2.4 8 5 
Lack of leadership in country 58 28 8 6 

. High interest rates on loans and 
mortgages 58 29 7 6 

Bad economic conditions world-wide 56 31 7 6 
Maj or conpanies so 36 8 6 
Congress 48 37 8 7 
Middlemen in business 40 39 14 7 
Labor u.1ions 39 38 16 7 
The American people 25 41 29 5 
Big fame rs 22 39 32 7 
The Ford Administration 20 37 34 8 

Besides foreign oil producers, particularly the Arabs, singled out for-biame in bringing about the 
recession is the "lack of leadership in the country". In the area of government Congress is blamed 
much more than the Ford Administration, which benefits from its relatively short time in office. 

The oil tactics of the Arab oil producing nations have been costly in terms of underlying American 
sympathies in the Middle East dispute. People were asked: 

"In the dispute between Israel and the Arabs, which side do you sympathize with more--Israel or the 
Arabs?" 

UNDERLYING SYMPATHIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT 

Jan. Nov. 
'75 '73 -y- -x-

Israel 52 39 
Tne Arabs 7 4 
Neither (vo.l.) 24 30 
Both (vol.) 6 7 
Not Sure 11 23 

1bere is little doubt that among the American people, Israel is the)>eneficiary.of resentment against 
Arab oil producing nations. This sympathy can be expected to rise in direct relation to resentment 
over oil prices, for, as a small businessman in Dubuque, Iowa put it, "Those Arabs are trying to put 
a gun at our heads with their oil. We'll never take blackmail like that. It's not the American way. 

Copyright: 1975 Chicago Tribune 
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Economic Discontent Is Key Factor 

DISAPPROVAL SLIGHTLY OUTWEIGHS 

APPROVAL IN FORD POPULARITY TEST 

By. George Gallup 

THURSDAY, Feb. 20, 19~ 

(Copy.right 1975, Field Enterprises, Inc. All rights 

reserved. Republication in whole or part strictly 

prohibited, except with the written consent of the 

copyright holders.) 
t 

PRINCETON, N.J., Feb. 19 -- Qisapproval of 

President Ford's per-formanc·e in office slightly outweighs 

approval, 43 to 39 per cent. Widespread discontent 

over the economy, plus disapproval of the way Ford is 

dealing with economic conditions, account for much of 
I 
his overall negative rating. - -· .. 

The President's latest popularity standing represents 

little change from previous surveys in January and 

December when the proportions who approved and 

disapproved were roughly equal. Prior to December, 

however, approval of Ford's job performance had far 

outweighed disapproval, although his approval rating had 

declined from 71 per cent in his initial (August) 
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Release THURSDAY, Feb. 27, 197 

MAJORITY DESCRIBE FAMILY FINANCIAL 

CONDITIONS AS 'ONLY FAIR' OR ·'POOR' 

By George Gallup 

(Copyright 1975, Field Enterprises, Inc. All rights 

J;eserved. 'ltepublication in whole or part strictly 

prohibited, except with the written consent of the 

copyright holders.) 

PRINCETON, N.J., Feb. 26 -- A majority of Americans, 

58 per cent, today describe their family's financial 

condition as either "only fair" or ~poor," with nearly 
:-.,:"""' 

one-third of this seqment of the population indicating 

their families are living either "somewhat beyond" or 

"far beyond" their means. 

In addition, four in 10 people (41 per cent) 

interviewed say they are "worse off" financially today 

than they were a year ago, compared to the 23 per cent 

who say they are better off. 

On a more positive note, a majority (57 per cent) 

say they are better off, or at least no worse off, .than 

they were a year ago. Looking ahead one year, however, 

about the same proportion say they expect to be worse 
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The .Gallup PollRe1ease SUNDAY, Feb. 23, 1975 

" .... 

(ITAL PRECEDE) The shape of the economy in the 

months ahead will depend to a considerable extent on the 

attitudes and behavior of the nation's consumers. Today's 

report is part of the Gallup Poll's continuing and 

comprehensive coverage of the economic scene. (END 

ITAL PRECEDE) 

MAJORITY STILL PESSIMISTIC, BUT 

ECONOMIC OUTLOOK SEEN BRIGHTENING 

By George Gallup 

(C;pyright 1975, Field Enterprises, Inc. All rights 

reserved. Republication in whole or part strictly 

prohibited, except ~ith the written consent of the 

copyright holders.) 

PRINCETON, N.J., Feb. 22 -- A majority of Americans 

continue to believe the economy will get·worse during 

the next six months, with as many as a third describing 

the nation's current economic situation as either a 

"mild" or "serious" depression. 

At the same time, however, the proportion who say 

th~ economic situation will get worse during the next 

six months has declined sharply since November -- from 
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Release THURSDAY, Feb. 27, 197! 

MAJORITY DESCRIBE FAMILY FINANCIAL 

CONDITIONS AS 'ONLY FAIR' OR ·'POOR' 

By George Gallup 

(Copyright 1975, Field Enterprises, Inc. All rights 

~eserved. Republication in whole or part strictly 

prohibited, except with the written consent of the 

copyright holders.) 

PRINCETON, N.J., Feb. 26 -- A majority of Americans, 

58 per cent, today describe their family's financial 

condition as either "only fair" or ~poor," with nearly 
·.: ... 

one-third of this segment of the population indicating 

their families are living either "somewhat beyond" or 

"far beyond" their means. 

In addition, four in 10 people (41 per cent) 

interviewed say they are "worse off" financially today 

than they were a year ago, compared to the 23 per cent 

who say they are better off. 

On a more positive note, a majority (57 per cent) 

say the~ are better off, or at least no worse off, -than 

they were a year ago. Looking ahead one year, however, 

about the same proportion say they expect to be worse 
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• 
Many Say They Could Walk to Work 

AMERICANS SEEN NOT WHOLLY 

DEPENDENT ON AUTOMOBILES 

By George Gallup 

(Copyright 1975, Field Enterprises, Inc. All rights 

reserved. Republication in whole or part strictly 

prohibited, except with the written consent of the 

copyright holders.) 

PRINCETON, N.J., Feb. 15 -- The automobile, which 

. t 
consumes a large share of the nation's petroleum, may 

be less essential to the American way of lif~ than many 

soc~al observers believe. 

The latest nationwide Gallup survey shows the 

proportion of Americans who commute to work by car, 

while remaining stable between 1971 and 1974, has 
~.... .. . 

declined slightly. 

Addition?! findings reveal the extent to which 

Americans, by their own testimony, could reduce the use 

of the automobile: 

* Six of 10 driving commuters say they could 

find other means of getting to work if they had no car. 

' 
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More than Four Times 1942 Figure 

TYPICAL U.S. FAMILY SPENDS 

RECORD $47 PER WEEK ON FOOD 

By George Gallup 

(Copyright 1975, Field Enterprises, Inc. All rights 

reserved. Republication in whole or part strictly 

prohibited except with the written consent of the 

copyright holders.) 

PRINCETON, N.J., Feb. 12 -- The American family 

spends $47 per week for food, on the average. This is a 

record high amount, up $5 from last year's figure and 

more· than four times the sum recorded in the first survey 

on food costs in 1942. The median amount specified in 

that survey was only $11. 

The median amount being spent fnr-food is highest 

($50) in the East. The comparable figures for the three 

other regions are $45 for the Midwest, $42 for the South, 

and $47 for the West. 

The sum specifie? differs sharply by income groups. 

Among those whose yearly household income is $15,000 and 

over, the figure is $51 -- $4 higher than the national 

finding. The amount declines by income level down to 
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Harris 
Survey 

• 

RNC RESEARCH DIVISION 

POLL SUMMARY 

Released February 13, 1975 

"43% See Coverup In CIA Probe" 

Forty-nine percent believe that President Ford should have appointed a commission 
independent of the White House to investigate the charges of domestic spying by 
the CIA. Sixteen percent were u~decided. 

"President Ford has appointed a high-level commission headed by 
Vice President Rockefeller to investigate charges of CIA domestic 

spying and to make recommendations on how the intelligence-gathering 
agency can be made to follow the law. Do you think the President took 
the right action to get recommendations from such a commission, or 
should he have appointed a commission independent of the White House?" 

Total % 

Ford took right action 35 
Should have commission 

independent of White House 49 
Not Sure 16 

Forty-three percent think that the Rockefeller Commission will re5ult in another 
coverup. Twenty-four percent are undecided. 

"If you had to guess now, do you think .the Rockefeller Commission 
investigating suspected CIA irregularities will get to the root of 
any wrong doing by the ~gency, or do you think it will result in 
another coverup?" 

Total % 

Wil 1 get to root of wrongdoing 33 · 
Will end up as another coverup 43 
Not Sure 24 

Sixty-two percent feel that the CIA was wrong to· conduct domestic electronic 
surveillance and spying on American citizens. 

"The CIA has the power to conduct intelligence activities, including 
spying and electronic surveillance of individuals out.side the 
United States. Under the law, it is illegal for the CIA to conduct 
spying or electronic surveillance on American citizens within the 
U. S. Several newspapers have reported that the CIA monitored the 
activities of as many as 12,000 individuals within the U. S. during 
the time of Anti-Vietnam War Protests. If these charges are proved 
true, do you feel the CIA 1 s conduct was right or wrong?" 

Right 
Wrong 
Not Sure 

Tota 1 % 

21 
62 
17 



Gallup 
Poll 

The Harris Survey polled a national cross-section of l ,543 households 
from January 16-20, 1975. 

. . 
Released February 9, 1975 

"Local Business Conditions 'Not Good' Hith No Improvement Foreseen" 

Fifty-six percent describe business conditions iri their community as "not 
good" or "bad." Those in the So1,1th and West are the most positive, while 
sixty-five percent of those in the East are negative, professional and 
businessmen tend to be more optomistic, and clerical and sales workers 
more pessimistic. 

"How would you describe business conditions in this community --
would you say they are very good, good, not too good, or bad?" 

. Mid-
Nat'l East West South West 

Very Good· 4 2 3 9 3 
Good 37 31 35 40 43 
Not. too good 39 43 43 35 32 
Bad 17 22 16 14 17 
Don't Know 3 2 3 2 5 

Prof.& Clerk Man. 
Nat '1 Bus. & Sales Wkers Skilled Unski 11 ed 

Very Good 4 5 1 5 5 5 
Good 37 46 37 35 40 33 
Not too good 39 32 40 42 35 45 
Bad 17 15 21 17 19 16 
Don't know 3 2 1 l l l 

Fifty-five percent of the sample predict that six months from now business 
conditions in their community will be either bad or not too good, Sixty- · 
seven percent 6f those in the East agree, while those in the South and West 
are the most optomistic. Clerical/sales workers and skilled workers are 
the gloomyest. 

·"How do you think business cond.itions in the community will be 
six mohths from now -- very good, good, not too good, or bad?" 

Mid-
Nat'l East West South West 

Very good 5 3 2 11 5 
Good 29 24 32 31 33 
Not too good 33 35 34 ·33 26 
Bad 22 32 19 15 22 
Don't Know 11 6 13 10 14 

-2-



Gallup 
Poll 

Harris 
Survey 

Prof. Cler. Man. 
Nat'l & Bus. & Sales Wk rs Skilled Un ski 11 ed 

· Very good 5 7 2 5 4 5 
Good 29 33 33 27 26 28 

• Not too good 33 35 37 33 35 32 
Bad 22 20 25 23 28 21 
Don't know 11 5 3 12 7 14 

The ·Ga 11 up Po 11 surveyed 1,038 adults, nationally, from January 10-15, 1975. 

Released February 6, 1975 

"U. S. Family Of Four Needs Minimum Of $161 A Week To Make Ends Meet" 

An average family of four now needs a minimum of $161 each week to get a 1 ong in 
its community. The trend shows an increase of $9.per week within the past year 
and a $41 rise since 1969. 

"What is the {set ital) smallest (end ital) amount of money a family 
of four (husband, wife, and two children) needs each week to get 
along in this community?" 

Latest 1974 1973 1971 1970 1969 1967 1957 1947 1937 

Median Averages: $161 $152 $149 $127 $126 $120 $101 $72 $43 $30 

In the East and the West, the median average is $198 per week, $37 above the 
national average. 

Nat'l East Midwest South West 

$161 $198 $152 $150 $198 

Cities of one million and over register the highest median average of $200 
each week. The average cost of living drops with the.decreasing size of the 
c·; ty. · · · 

City Size: 

One Million 500,000 
& Over -999,999 

Median Average: $200 $179 

50,000 
-499,999 

$li52 

2,500 
-49,999 

$150 

Under 
2,500 

$151 

The Gallup Poll sampled a total of 1 ,519 non-farm respondents, nationwide, 
from January 10~13, 1975. 

Released February 6, 1975 

11 U. s. Finds Justice In ~atergate" 
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